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New Faces!

Melissa 
Pestinger

Cassidy 
Mrozek

Music

Reading

Ellie Todd
2nd Grade

Toni Jesz
IA

Danyelle Cassick
PCA



Happy Retirement!

Kim Sorrentino
Psychologist

Kirsten Wright
IA



2 focus areas:

Our new reading 
program(s)

Space & Numbers



Reading 
Update!



News clip:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGA2A6pXB3M

Full press conference:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7YiLwzsr9k

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGA2A6pXB3M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7YiLwzsr9k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7YiLwzsr9k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGA2A6pXB3M


All classroom teachers 
are using Amplify for 
their second year

01 Coaching Visit on 
10/20/2302

Connecting with other 
schools who are also 
implementing Amplify

03

Amplify - Tier 1 Instruction



● Representatives from each level of Newfane (Chastity Flynn, Lisa 
Fletcher, Stephanie Burgess, Craig Isaacson)

● Discussion of 7 literacy briefs
● Not much “new news” for us, but very reaffirming

NYS Webinar/Conference regarding Literacy 
Initiative

https://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/literacy-briefs


Focus on Phonics and 
Reading Mechanics

● “How to read”
● Sound walls vs. word 

walls
● Blending and 

chaining
● Grammar/writing
● Used to happen in a 

pull-out setting

Focus on building core 
knowledge

● Background knowledge 
is key

● Vocabulary expansion
● Growth from auditory 

processing/speaking to 
reading/writing

● Both systematic in nature
● Both increase our ability to have vertical and 

horizontal alignment



Chaining Folders
Kindergarten 
Linea Westphal’s room

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1YiuDMKmzvVylMWWL0VARSJtlfelIMwUC/preview


Human Chaining
1st grade - Nicole Ganshaw’s room

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1WAxkASwWUJpcMz2H3S1tmf4iJnT3ME0e/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1-EEGupfpuFwsbC5mBameJ4RBy7-t1eeJ/preview


Magic E Wands!
1st grade - Mrs. Gretz



ELA Coach Lisa 
Fletcher
Helping us to build our decodable library
Building our capacity with fun phonics 
activities



Knowledge Projects



Time to Brag!
3rd Grade



● Historically, state testing has shown
that Newfane third graders have 
scored lower on the vocabulary testing
questions. 

● The new Amplify program places a heavy 
emphasis on vocabulary acquisition. Last year, 
state test performance on vocabulary questions 
improved and we expect to see the trend 
continue.



To give you a snapshot of 
what students are 
expected to know we are 
inviting you to play…



3rd



Birds are able to fly because they have 
hollow spaces in their bones called ______?

Question 1



What is the smallest bone in the human 
body?

Question 2

(It is about 
the size of a 
grain of 
rice!)



Because the ancient Romans believed in 
many gods, they were considered 
______?

Question 3



What causes the straw to look as though it is 
bent at an angle?

Question 4



Answers!
1. Cavities

2. Stirrup (it’s in your inner ear!)

3. Polytheistic 

4. Refraction



As you can see, our third graders are 
being exposed to many higher-level 
vocabulary words. We hope this will 
continue to help them on the NYS test.



Don’t take my word 
for it…
Miss Ellie Todd
Hailey Tallas
Lucy Heimiller



What are we still working on?
● Making this program work for ALL learners

○ Finding ways to differentiate continues to evolve
○ We’ve tried a number of different models, especially in 

1st and 2nd grade
● Time

○ Amplify takes up more time in the day than we 
previously devoted to reading

■ 120 minutes per day in grades K-3, 90 in 4th
■ Teachers report finding it difficult to fit in 

social-emotional learning and some of the other 
community-building/crafting activities they 
once did

●



Used during Reading RTI 
by Reading Specialists & 
Special Education 
Teachers

01
Some implementation in 
T1 Reading Groups (1st 
& 2nd grade)

02

Training and PD has 
been offered to more 
classroom teachers

03

Phonics 1st - Tier 1, 2 & 3 Instruction



Magic Sand

https://docs.google.com/file/d/17mmx90WsXXs5jeY6Sg58YquE0dlt1eRo/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/18zaq2BVXgFVaEdvqoiF_cRFstrgA0Kvd/preview


Let’s talk 
numbers



Enrollment 
Trends

Newfane Enrollment as of September 7

K 1 2 3 4 UGS Total Change
% 

Change Notes
2023 89 106 105 86 6 0 482 29 6.4%

2022 103 98 86 94 72 0 453 28 6.6%

2021 90 81 99 68 87 0 425 22 5.5%

2020 77 90 65 87 84 0 403 -38 -8.6%

2019 98 68 83 88 102 2 441 11 2.6%

2018 71 80 96 100 81 2 430 -51 -10.6%

2017 84 91 103 84 114 5 481 0 0.0%

2016 85 102 81 113 97 3 481 11 2.3%

2015 103 71 107 96 90 3 470 66 16.3% First year K moved to NES

2014 2 105 100 90 101 6 404 -25 -5.8%

2013 2 99 93 100 128 7 429 1 0.2%

2012 5 89 101 130 100 3 428 -50 -10.5%

2011 2 106 137 108 125 0 478 126 35.8% First year 4th Grade moved to NES

2010 3 128 105 116 0 0 352 -18 -4.9%

2009 1 111 123 133 0 2 370 -25 -6.3%

2008 0 117 135 141 0 2 395



Enrollment 
Trends



Sections and Class Sizes
23-24 # sections Ave. per class Actual #s

PK 76 5 15.2
K 91 4 22.75 22,22,20,22
1 105 5 21 22,20,18,19,20
2 103 5 20.6 21,19,20,21,20
3 86 4 21.5 20,22,21,22
4 95 4 23.75 23,23,24,22



Tech Lit
In it’s 2nd year and going amazing!



New Robots!
Here is the newest robot on loan from BOCES. It is called the Indi 

Sphero. It is coded to respond to the color mat it goes over. Fourth 
grade learned how to use them in the last two weeks. Mrs. 

Simmons' group will be teaching second grade how to use them and 
set up race tracks next week during second-grade specials.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1veowELNEyfdZrj7q7zcCuA9i1gaXPjUN/preview


New Robots!
4th graders teaching 2nd graders



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, 
including icons by Flaticon and infographics & images by Freepik

THANK YOU!

Do you have any questions?

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

